CLIMATE CHANGE
FAST FACTS
Weather can change in a minute. Usually climate changes over hundreds or
thousands of years. But because of human activity and the release of greenhouse
gases into the atmosphere, our climate is changing faster than ever recorded.
Sea level has risen by nearly 100
mm (about 4 in) since 1995.
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The average global temperature has
increased by over 1°C (1.6°F) since 1880.
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This is what Biddeford's coastline may look like in the near future.
The U.S. EPA estimates that sea levels will rise by more than 4 feet by 2100.
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Climate change will affect our lives in countless ways.

Health

Food Security

As New England becomes more
temperate, disease-carrying
invasive species will move ever
northward.

Unpredictable climate will affect
food production, which may lead to
greater food insecurity.
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Oceans have become 26% more
acidic since 1850 as they absorb CO2
from the air. This acidity endangers
all marine life,
including lobster, a
major industry here
in Maine.
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Transportation

million visitors in 2018. Tourism will
suffer as temperatures rise.

allow pollutant-carrying rainwater to
spill into streams and rivers.

Transportation makes up 54% of
Maine's greenhouse gas emissions.

Climate Emergency Declaration
In October 2020, the City of Biddeford adopted a Climate Emergency Resolution
that agreed the planet is warming due to human activity and pledged to develop
a plan to measure, mitigate, and adapt to the causes of global warming.
To learn more and participate in the Comprehensive Planning Process, visit biddefordmaine.org/compplan

